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FLORENCEÑPeeDeepetscan
breathe a bit easier because of a
donation of pet oxygen masks to
several Þre departments.

Pet Oxygen Kit Project In c. on
Thursday donated 77 petoxygen
kit s to equip Þre departments
coverin g four South Carolina
counties in the Pee Deeregion.

In Florence County Þre de-
partment s received 45 of those
kit s Ñ enough to equip every Þre
department in the county with
one kit f or each of th eir Þrst- out
engines, said Sam Brockington,
county Þre/r escuecoordin ator.

ÒAlthough the se counties
represent t he Pee Dee region,
our mission is to equip every

station in South Carolina with
theselife-s aving kit s to save our
pets who are so dear t o all our
hearts,Ó said Mary Ellen Tobias,
co-founder of Pet Oxygen Kit
Project I nc.

ÒThe petoxygen masks are a
great asset f or any Þre depart-
ment to have,Ósaid Howe Springs
Fire Marshal Mi chael Page.ÒWe
help any and all people in need
and animals too.Ó

There are three di"erent sized
masks in each kit Ñ t he same
masks that veterinarians use in
their o! ces, Pagesaid.

ÒAnything that br eathes air we
can usethi s to apply t he oxygen
to,ÓPagesaid.

The masks aredurable, can be
decontaminated and reused.

ÒItÕs not a one-and-done

tool,Ó Page said.
The masks also wonÕt be

the Þrst of their kind on Howe
Springs engines.

ÒWe have Ñ as probably every
Þre department does, our mem-
bers are animal l overs, as are
most people Ñ w e hada few peo-
ple speak up andsay t his would
be a good idea for our depart-
ment to have,ÓPage said. And
the department purchased some.

The additional mas ks will
come in handy, especially at
house Þres where ÞreÞghters are
most li kely to encounter animals
in distr ess.

Page said homeowners who
have pets should place asticker
or some sign on a door where
emergency responders can see
it and react accordingly.

LIFESAVERS
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HoweSpringsFireMarshal MichaelPage holds one maskwhile two others from thepet oxygen mask donations sit on the bumper ofa Þre engine
at theheadquarters station in Florence.
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JOHNSONVILL E Ñ Below
budget and aheadof schedule Ñ
thatÕshow Johnsonville Mayor
Johnny Hanna describes the
cityÕs new cit y hall that i s now
taking shape on what was the
parking lot of a grocery.

ÒThiswas the old IGA parking
lot. We purchased the property
wi th th e vision of doing exactly
what weÕre doing,Ó Hanna said
durin g a quick tour through the
buildin g Ñ f ramework done in-
side and roof ready to go on.
ÒWeÕre just tr ying to impr ove it,
move forward, modernize. As it Õs
taking shape I f eel l ike the citi-
zens are taking ownership and
some pride in it.Ó

When completed this wil l be
the Þrst purpose-built munici-
pal building th e cit y has had, said
David Mace, downt own develop-
ment manager.

Other building s have just been
Òtakenover and renovatedÓby
the cit y.

ÒThere wasa lot of meetings, a
lot of planning, a lot of overlook-
ing plans,ÓHanna said.

ÒWe got a little big to start with
and sized it down , t ried to do it
as economically possible and still
keep it possible,Ó Hanna said.

The buildin g includes a wish
list of needs and will double as a
communi ty building.

ÒEverything was well thought
out ,ÓHanna said.

Once completed th e building
will ha ve a cluster of small o f-

Þcesfor cit y leaders, an area for
the cit y clerk along with a water
and sewer o! ce and drive-thru
payment windo w and some cur-
rent ly unused space int o which
the cit y can grow.

It will als o have an emergency
operations center and a council
chamber capable of seating 120
people.

ÒBefore you had f ire, cit y and
police operating from three di f-
ferent site s,Ó Hannasaid. ÒNow
can put three in one build-
ing withou t chance of losing
power.Ó

The new council chamber will
have video display panels and
cameras for Zoom- style meet-
ings and can be closed o" from
the building Õs o!ces to allow it
to serve as a communit y room,

Hanna said.
ÒHopefully we can Þll t hose

seats with concerned citi zens and
move it forward as a cit y,Ó Hanna
said.ÒHavemore people involved
than just a few.Ó

As the cit y moves forward
with construction , Hanna said,
the fate of the current ci ty hall
remains up in th e air.

He said several option s were
being discussed.

Municipal building nearscompletion
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The Johnsonville municipal building on West BroadwayStreet isahead of
schedule and under budget.

STAFF REPORTS

COLUMBIA ÑT heSouthCar-
olina Depart ment of H ealt h and
Environmental Controlon Friday
announced 1,265 new conÞrmed
casesand10newprobablecasesof
thenovelcoronavirus COVID- 19,
21additiona l conÞrmed deaths
and 5new probable deaths.

The Pee Dee reported 142
cases. Florence County reported
55cases, Darlington County 40
cases, ChesterÞeld County 145
cases, Dillo n and Wi lliamsburg
counties 11 caseseach, Marlboro
County six cases and Marion
County Þvecases.

Florence County and Wil-
liamsburg County each reported
one death

This bringsthe total number of
conÞrmedcases to97,554,proba-
blecasesto708,conÞrmeddeaths
to 1,883,and 79 probable deaths.

AsofThursday,atotalof824,500
tests have been conducted in the
state. DHECÕsPublic Health Lab-
oratoryisoperating extendedhours
and is testing specimens seven
daysaweek,andthePublic Health
LaboratoryÕscurrent timef rame
forproviding results tohealth care
providers is24-48hours

The total number of individual
test results reported to DHEC
Thursday statewide was 6,910
(not includingantibod y tests)and
the percent positi vewas 18.3%.

Currentl y, there are 114 mobile
testing events scheduled through
September 29 wit h new testing
eventsaddedregularly.Findamo-
bile testingclinic eventnearyouat
scdhec.gov/c ovid19mobileclinics.

Residentscanvisit scdhec.gov/
covid19testing for in formation
about gettin g tested at oneof 223
permanent COVID- 19testing fa-
cilitie s acrossthe state.

As of Friday morning, 2,614
inpatient beds were available
and 8,480 were in use, which is
a 76.44% statewide inpatient
bed utilization rate. Of t he8,480
inpat ient beds current ly used,
1,415 are occupied by patients
who have eit her tested posit ive
or are under investigation for
COVID- 19. Of 1,540 ventila tors,
512are in use and 231 ofthoseare
COVID- 19 pati ents.

Donationensures Florence County ÞreÞghters equipped to save pets

Just The Facts
FlorenceCounty and Pee
Deemask distri buti on:
West Florence 4
Windy Hill 4
HoweSprings 6
Sardis-Timmonsville 5
Johnsonville 3
Hanna-Salem FriendÞeld 6
Olanta 2
Florence 5
Lake City 2
SouthLynches 5

What other counties got:
¶ Darlington:13 kits
¶ Marion: 13 kits
¶ Williamsburg:6 kits

JOHNSONSONVILLE
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